TWENTY EIGHT SURE FIRE NOVEL STRATEGEIS HANDOUT CD                                    © 2012  Nancy Polette

This handout can be duplicated for use in building or district in-service where the CD,  “28 Sure Fire Novel Strategies”, has been purchased.  Duplication of this handout for meetings outside the school district is prohibited  Duplication or storage of the CD in any retrieval system is strictly prohibited.

FOUR QUADRANTS OF THE BRAIN

	SQUARE: THINKER

(Upper left quadrant)

Content oriented

Analyze/evaluate

Non-fiction reader
	LETTER Z: CREATOR

(Upper right quadrant)

Creator

Synthesizer

Risk taker

Time not important



	TRIANGLE:  DOER

(Lower left quadrant)

Organized/dependable

Pulls from experience

Goal setter

Time conscious
	CIRCLE: FEELER

(Lower right quadrant)

Motivated by feeling

People person

Interpersonal skills




95% of the population have greater strength in two quadrants.

5% have equal strength in all four.

30% of connections are inherited.

70% of connections are made by the experiences of childhood.

Stimulating thinking in any quadrant causes connections to grow in that quadrant.

STRATEGY ONE: Topic Talking

Assign partners. Partner A speaks to partner B on a topic given by the teacher for 10 seconds. Topics are related to the selection to be read.  The teacher then says “switch” and B speaks to A on the topic for 10 seconds. The teacher says stop and then gives second and third topics ( 15 and 20 seconds ) Over a period of weeks, gradually increase the size of the group and the length of time.

Standards: L4.1/5.1 Develop oral language facility with standard English language usage in speaking.

STRATEGY TWO: Topic Focusing

(Sample lesson)

Topic focusing is a whole brain strategy that can be used with ANY novel.

Working in small groups, students guess answers to factual statements related in general to the novel. Answers must be either yes or no or numbers.  Read to support or deny guesses.

Standards: R4.1,5.1 Quote accurately from the text when determining what the text says. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as used in the text.

R 6.7.8.1 Cite evidence to support analysis of what the text says.

STRATEGY THREE: Literary Style

A.   Choose one:  the sea. the waves, the shore.

B.  Tell what it reminds you of.      The sea is a huge washtub

C.  What does it do that a person does?

       (one word that ends in ‘ing’)

The sea is a huge washtub scrubbing

D.  Tell how or where.

The sea is a huge washtub scrubbing the coral clean

Combine sentences to describe a setting of ANY novel. Give students three objects from the setting EX: (desert: sand, cactus, sagebrush) (Arctic: ice, snow, tundra) and follow the pattern above to write several sentences.

Standards: RL 4.4/5/4 Understand figurative language such as metaphors and similes. W 5-8 Use precise words and phrases, relevant descriptive details and sensory language to convey experiences and events.

STRATEGY FOUR: FINDING A POEM IN PROSE

Underline 15-20 key words in this paragraph.  Use the words in free verse to say the same thing in poetry that this paragraph says in prose.

 On the morning of August 12th Virginia had a welcome surprise.

 “Look what we've caught!”  Lieutenant Bob yelled pointing through the hazy sunrise.  She stood with the Lieutenant in a mountain pass looking through the gray fog that hung over the valley below.  During the night, the Resistance fighters hid between tall mountain boulders, trapping five hundred German soldiers  attempting to pass through,  and now held captive under the watchful eye of the Freedom Fighters.

“Now we have a new problem,” Virginia mused.  “What do we do with five hundred Germans until the Allied forces get here?”

Standards: RL 4.4/5/4 Understand figurative language such as metaphors and similes. 

W 5-8 Use precise words and phrases, relevant descriptive details and sensory language to convey experiences and events.
STRATEGY FOUR: EXAMPLE

Foggy morning

Low sunrise

Mountain pass

Welcome surprise

Valley below

Caught soldiers

Resistance held

Between boulders

Virginia hoped

To meet Allies

And hand over

Her mountain surprise

STRATEGY FIVE:      Vocabulary Activity:  Categorizing

The BFG often gets words mixed up and says words like those listed below. Guess the meaning of each word. Put the letter P on the line if you think it is a person; F if it is a food and A if you think it is an animal. Then listen to the booktalk to support or deny your guesses. 


1.___cannybull              
6.__strawbunkles


2.__ hippodumpling       
7.__chidlers


3.___crocadowndilly     
8.__tottlers


4.___snozcumber          
9.__frobscottle


5.___human bean        
10.__scrumplet

Standards: R 6-8. 4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text

STRATEGY SIX: Vocabulary: Giant Sentences

Working with a partner

Generate a list of nouns, verbs, adjectives and adverbs related to the book cover. Write each word on a separate piece of paper. Lay the words out to create ONE sentence to describe the cover. 

A, an, and the as well as prepositions can be added as needed.

Standards: R 6-8. 4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text.

STRATEGY SEVEN:  Vocabulary:  Guessing Definitions

Example: Work with a partner to GUESS the correct descriptive word for each sentence.  Vocabulary from The Willoughbys by Lois Lowry.

1. The misanthropic Nanny hired to care for the children was:

A. affable     B. odious    C. unkempt     D. solicitous

2. The parents who didn’t even bother to give their twins names are:  

A. nefarious       B. obsequious    C. indifferent   D.   pathetic

Standard:  R 6-8. 4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text.

STRATEGY EIGHT: Vocabulary: Creative Writing

 Use all words in one row (down) in an excuse given to Mr. Poe as to why the orphans can't live in Count Olaf’s house.

misfortune    
 intelligent       despair

resources


mysterious    
frightening      
thieves

meditate


participate     
orphans          
perish

mansion


grotesque
inhuman         
dilemma
tolerated

dilapidated    
revolting         
notorious      
delicious
   
 

recuperate    
despicable      
guardian       
unsanitary  

Vocabulary from  Book One: The Bad Beginning: A Series of Unfortunate Events by Lemony Snicket.    

Standards: R 6-8. 4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text.

STRATEGY NINE:   Pre Reading Journal Sentence Starters

These sentences are related in general to the novel.  No names or places are used since students have not yet read the book. The student chooses one sentence starter to complete and continues writing on the topic for five minutes.  Writing is shared with small groups.

For: The Cay by Theodore Taylor Doubleday, 1969.

Chapter One:

Living in a place without seasons...

When submarines attack...

Standards: W 3.D 6-8 Use precise words and  phrases to convey experiences and events

STRATEGY TEN: Brainstorming

List as many ideas as possible.  All ideas are accepted.
Example: Brainstorm all of the hardships and dangers one might face in traveling from England to Boston on a sailing ship in 1832.
The True Confessions of Charlotte Doyle by Avi. 
 Were there dangers you did not name?

Standards: RL:5.8 Understand how an author uses evidence to support certain points In the text.  W6B Support claims with relevant evidence

STRATEGY ELEVEN: RANK ORDER

Use this strategy when any character has choices to make.

The True Confessions of Charlotte Doyle by Avi.  Scholastic, 2000

Before discovering the cruelty of the captain, Charlotte thinks the captain  is her friend.  She hears the crew talking mutiny.  Rank order her choices. 

Defend your first and last ranking.

Join the crew.

Tell the captain

Wait for more information.

Do nothing?

Your idea.

Standards: W6B Support claims with relevant evidence.

STRATEGY TWELVE: Anticipation Guide

Mark Agree or Disagree. Re-examine responses after reading the novel.

(Statements are related to The Petticoat Soldier,  Mayhaven Pub. 2012)

____  1.  Wars are necessary to settle disputes.

____  2.  Girls should learn to cook and sew and keep a house in good  order.

____  3.  If you break a valuable object you should not tell anyone.

Standard:

RL 4.6/5.6 Describe how a speaker’s point of view influences how events are described.

STRATEGY THIRTEEN:  Problem Solving

Read any story up to the problem.  List four ways YOU might solve the problem.  Apply criteria to your ideas.

Is each idea

Fast to implement?

Low cost?

Possible ?

Effective (will work?)

Answer each  yes=3  maybe =2  no =1

Total the score for each idea.  The highest score is the best idea.

See the example on the next slide.

Standards: RL5.2 Determine how characters respond to challenges.

R6-8 Analyze characters’ points of view.

STRATEGY FOURTEEN:  Higher Order Questions

Apply the words in bold print to any novel

WHAT IF  How would the story change?

HOW MANY words can you use to describe _________? Which is the best word? 

GIVE THREE SPECIFIC INSTANCES in the story where _________is shown.

SUPPOSE THAT   What might happen  next?

HOW IS THIS STORY LIKE_______________________________.

Standards: R1,  6-8 Cite evidence to support what the text says.

RL5.6 Describe how a speaker’s point of view influences how events are described.

STRATEGY FIFTEEN:  Summarizing   

Use this strategy with  ANY reading selection

Summarize the reading selection in three sentences.

Reduce the three sentences to 20 words.

Reduce the 20 words to 15 words.

 Standards:

W 3.D 6-8 Use precise words and  phrases to convey experiences and events.

RL 4.1/5.1 Summarize the text with key ideas.

STRATEGY SIXTEEN:  Comparing Characters

Compare/Contrast  ANY two characters

If I were ____________  I would_________________

And I’d  _______________ and ______________________ and______________

But I wouldn’t ________________ because __________________ does that. 

Standards:

RL4.3/ 5.3 Compare and contrast two or more characters.

R6-8 Analyze characters’ points of view.

STRATEGY SEVENTEEN:  Analyzing character

THE INFINITIVE REPORT

All I wanted was: To be, To say, To enjoy. To help. To stop.  To hear. To experience.

To become.  But didn't want: To cause. To feel. to travel. To see. To be. To have. To learn. To meet. To smell. To end.  My name is ______________

Standards: RL4.3/ 5.3 Compare and contrast two or more characters.

R6-8 Analyze characters’ points of view.

STRATEGY  EIGHTEEN: Point of View

Use for ANY character.  A proverb is a wise saying based on past experience and used to direct future actions of humans.  How would a book character finish these proverbs?

Don’t cry over...   Every cloud ...  Haste makes  ...  Look before you ...All’s well ...


Standards:RL4.3/ 5.3 Compare and contrast two or more characters points of view.

R6-8 Analyze characters’ points of view.

STRATEGY NINETEEN: Theme

Write a fable to show the theme of the novel. A fable has two or three animal characters. A fable is very short. A fable teaches a lesson.

Standards:

RL4.2/5.2 Determine the theme of  a story from  details in the text, including how a character reflects on a topic.

STRATEGY TWENTY: Predicting

Use with ANY novel

Read aloud the first paragraph of the first three chapters. Students predict what will happen next. What is the evidence for the prediction? How can I find out?

Standards: RL 4.5/5.5 Determine future events or character actions from details in the text

STRATEGY TWENTY ONE: Differentiating Instruction

Use for any reading selection.  Place students in groups of four.  Assign the following tasks, one task per child.

A.  SUMMARIZER Summarize the selection in a five sentence paragraph.

B.  WORD CHIEF Find interesting words , colorful language, figures of speech .

C.  CONNECTOR Tell how the selection you are reading connects with another selection you have read. How are the characters, settings, problems, solutions similar?  

FACT VS OPINION.  Find two facts and two opinions in the story. 

ILLUSTRATOR:  Illustrate two objects from the story and tell why they are important.

Standards: RL 4.3/5.3 Compare and contrast two or more characters in the story.

RL 4.1/5.1 Draw inferences from the text.

STRATEGY TWENTY TWO:  The Title Acrostic

Summarize a chapter by using the title of the novel as an acrostic.

Standards:

EL 4.1/5.1 Summarize the text with key ideas

STRATEGY TWENTY THREE:  Skills from the text.

A.   Re-write these sentences keeping the same meaning but not using any word with the letter E.  

1. Francis injured his leg.   Example:    Francis hurt his  limb.

B.  How much is each sentence worth?

Nouns  5 cents        verbs 5 cents       adverbs 20 cents     

adjectives 10 cents  pronouns 5 cents  prepositions  5 cents    all other parts of speech 0

Example: 1  A charity hospital cares for poor people.  (40 cents)

Standards: LA 4.5/5.5 Demonstrate an understanding of words by relating them to words of similar meaning.

Standards: L4.1/5.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standards English including parts of speech.

STRATEGY TWENTY FOUR: Character Description

Name all the objects you would find in one place.  Use these objects in a description of a character from the novel.

A kitchen

A sports store

Items found on a car

In a garden

Example:

WHO AM I?
Occupying the Captain’s seat I am

The axle who holds the team together

Steering through the game by

Turning wheels of defeat to success

In a chassis of anticipation I

Clutches  every opportunity to

Slam the brakes on base stealers

While guarding the key to the engine of victory.

Answer: Team Captain, Francis O’Leary

Standards:

EL 4.1/5.1 Summarize the text with key ideas

W 2b. 6-8 Develop a topic with relevant facts and concrete details.

STRATEGY TWENTY FIVE:  The ABC Setting

Describe the setting in 26 phrases or sentences. A-Z

Standards:

EL 4.1/5.1 Summarize the text with key ideas

W 2b. 6-8 Develop a topic with relevant facts and concrete details.

STRATEGY TWENTY SIX:   The Metaphor Setting

Example:

ST. KIT’S HOSPITAL IS

A BLANKET of comfort to the sick.

A DETECTIVE  when a disease is diagnosed.

A BALLERINA of white doctors and nurses floating up and down the halls.

A ROLLERCOASTER  of gurneys taking corners on two wheels.

Standards:

L4.5/5.5  Explain the meaning of simple metaphors

STRATEGY TWENTY SEVEN:  The Riddle Setting

Let’s go to long ago places and see the world’s changing faces.  We will see: (List six sights)

But that’s not all. (List six more sights)

Where am I?

Standards:

EL 4.1/5.1 Summarize the text with key ideas

W 2b. 6-8Develop a topic with relevant facts and concrete details.

STRATEGY TWENTY-EIGHT: Descriptive Poem.  Use for a person, place, object or emotion

I am

I am clothed in

I need

My cousins are

My job is

Within me are

I vacation when\My greatest desire is

I move

I am

Standards: 

R4.5 Use the structural elements of poems in writing text. 

L5.5 Demonstrate knowledge of figurative language.
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